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Mrs. Peter (Bates) read, (left), Ms. Anna Juraschek and Mrs. Nicholas or 
Schafer were members of the first families of Cedar Lake. 
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PUBLIC ROAD 
OPENED 1906 


In 1906 a public road was 
opened up as land for the 
right-of-way was acquired 
from Otto Meyer, Adam 
Massoth, Peter Dress and 
Adolph ‘Von Borstel, going 
eastward to meet Hetzler 
Road. 


Now heavier traffic came up 
and over the top of the lake. It 
was at this time that two 
Chicago families were at- 
tracted here to the waterfront. 

Frank Whaley (1865-1940) 
and his wife Capitola came to 
purchase some of the 
shoreline frontage, spending 
their summer months in tents, 

_eventually erecting cottages, 
one by one. 

Whaley was the owner of a 
hat shop on Chicago’s State 
street and they had five 
children. . 

Later, an Illinois Superior 
Court Judge Lupe married 
Ethel Whaley and they also 
made their summer home 
here. 


His son Valentine Jr. went to 
their aid, and he too fell in. 
Mrs. Ploetz went over the ice 
with a long 2”’ x 4’” and with 
this board she successfully 
rescued her son. The laborer 
got out and on his feet again 
but Mf. Ploetz was gone. 


_ The family dog dived down 
and came up with some of the 
drowning man’s clothing. 
That day calls for help were 


‘ heard clearly as far as the 


Handle Factory on the 


. Armour Town shore. 


Eastward, Christ Lassen | 
sold a tree line piece of 


lakeside property to the Ploetz 
family, also from Chicago. 


Then Edward Valentine the jazz music of a two piece 


Ploetz (1860-1912) and his wife 
Marie built a big, roomy two 
story hotel called’ the 
Lakeview, so named because 
of the broad view afforded it’s 
_ customers as they stood atop 

the long veranda overlooking 
the entire length of the lake 
southward. ~ 


Mrs. Ploetz was 


———— TTT 


Then, as now, all of this 
lake’s citizenry mourns when 
there is a tragedy of the water, 
and our community was 


deeply saddened by this ac-~ 


cident. 

Mrs. Ploetz managed the 
hotel until it burned in the 
1920’s, but she continued to 
serve picnic crowds who 
flocked each summer into the 


| 


beautiful wooded grove that . 


surrounded the hotel site. She 
passed away in 1934. 


Ploetz and Whaley area, Mrs. 
Ackerman was selling snacks , 
and souvenirs in her summer 
built home. This place in- 
cludéd a small dance floor and 
each weekend one could hear 


orchestra as it whanged out 
the tunes of the 1920’s. Young 
couples would fox trot to ‘““Yes 
Sir, That’s My Baby,” ex- 
periment with steps of the 


, latest dance craze called the 


professional beautician and | 


wig maker, working for a 
prominent firm in Chicago. In 
those years they specialized in 
makeup, toupees and 
costumes for artists of the 
stage. 

The beautiful hotel and it’s 
prestigious site was the 
ambition of Mr. Ploetz but 
tragedy over-took this man 
before he could enjoy the 
fruits of his labors. 

One deep cold winter Mr. 
Ploetz answered a call for help 
as he went out on the lake to 
rescue one of their hotel 
employes who had fallen 
through the ice. In this at- 
tempted rescue Mr. Ploetz fell 
in. 


“Charleston’”’ and fill up on 
pop and candy bars. Mrs. 


a _ Ackerman visited with those 


young people, and by eleven 
o’clock p.m. shoed them out so 
she could lock up. ; 

In 1931 Burdette Wood built 
a small barber shop on a patch 
of land owned by Mrs. 


_ Ackerman and here he bar- 


bered for a year. He had 
started as ‘‘Woodie the 
Barber”’ in the old Hein Hotel 
in Cook in 1930. He moved his 
shop to the Stife Shopping 
Area where he stayed for 17 
years. 

In 1949 this travelling 
barber shop moved down 
Morse street where it stands 
today. Same shop, same 
barber, with a record of 45 
years as a Cedar Lake 
Business man. 


° * t.are 


Blizzards Grocery and Joe 
and Charley’s Meat market 
met the local need for food 
supplies in the 1920's when 
summer tourist trade was at 
it’s peak. These were on the 
road one block west of Cline 
but the area east off Cline had 


' gone through a’ traumatic 


change starting ten years 
previously. 

At this north region there 
existed acres of seemingly 
useless bogged marshland 
with it’s indiguious foliage and 
wild life. Here an ambitions 
real-estate dealer built his 
office near a narrow lake 
inlet. Soon he had plans for the 
marshlands and it’s nearby 
scenic bluffs. . 

Samuel Bartlett, realtor, 
had been here since 1913 and ° 
he began subdividing this 
Shades Addition prior to 
| World War I. 

This land, once ‘purchased 
by Bierson from the U. S. 
Government, sold to 
Grosvenor, Adams, Rockwell, 


_ Michael Bolin, Chris Binyon, 
Across the road from the | 


| 


and by 1890 David McCarthy. 

The McCarthy family two 
story house and big barn stood 
| high on this bluffed area and 


| up there they kept a part of the 


draying business that began in 
Chicago in earlier years. 

It was rumored that 
gangland’s Al Capone brought 
some of his equipment up on 
this hill to be quietly serviced, 
and of course there was 
nothing to do but get the job 
done. 

The McCarthy’s were a 
stable people and their heirs 
lived on in the home until their 
land was subdivided. 


SPORTSMAN’S CLUB - 
BUILT IN 1869 


At Cedar Lake's highest 
point up in these Shades there 


was built a log sportsman . 
lodge as early as 1869. In 1900 


it’s owner William Right used 
it as a club house and dance 
hall. f 

This log building has 
changed hands many times, 
was always kept in good 
repair and sold again in 1971. 

This must be one of Cedar 
Lakes oldest dwellings as it is 
now over 100 years ‘since it 
was built. , 

It was quiet up on the bluffs 
but down below on the road- 
way was a different story. 

Adam Hetzler, a hotel owner 
of the North-eastern shore 
area decided to build another 
at the intersection known as 
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This picture was taken in 1912, when E. V. Ploetz owned the Lakeview Hotel 


Cline and Lakeside Drive. 
There on the shores he started 
with a combined saloon and 
rooming house, expanding 


_later with a dining room and 


outdoor terrace. Adam’s son - 
Anthony then became a 
manager and big tobogan ‘ 
slide was added to the com- | 
ples. 

Shrill voices permeated the 
air as bathers swooped down | 
into the lake on sleek tobagan 
sled and the pier was always ‘ 
loaded with those who tanned 
in the sun or frolicked in the 
clear water. 

The hotel was sold to Victor 
Nadason in 1928 and now a 
sign went up saying ‘“‘Victor’s 
Beach.” 

Business was continued as 
usual but the interior was now 
kept clean by the ambitious 
Mrs. Nadason. She put in long 
hours and worked to the point 
of over-work in those days 
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Samuel Bartlett’s first real estate office was located on north Lakeside Drive and Cline 
Ave. In the background is the Shade’s Addition. - 


a 


The old Cedar Lake Theater was located on land owned by 
the S. C. Bartlett Real Estate Co. ' 
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Victor’s Beach was built by Adam Hetzler, it burned about 1950. A drugstore now stands 
on the site. ‘ a ; ° ‘ 
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when few women were ever 
paid as they kept these public 
places clean. 


FUR SIMMONS 
ARRESTED HERE 


About 1930, among the usual 
many strange customers was 
a man who was “spending” 
his money so fast that Victor 
became _ suspicious and 
called the police. It resulted in 
the successful arrest of ‘“‘Fur 
Simmons’’ an underworld 
xharacter who was being 
hunted for some time by the 
F.B.I. 

:- Dick Smith~ built anéther! 
hotel next door east of Victor’s 
Beach. The carpenter was 
Nicholas Mager. 

This building came on the 
scene too late to profit from 
the booming resort business 
and by the depression years of 
the 1930’s it was a dismal 
failure. Mr. Bartell bought the 
place vut had no more success 
than it’s previous owner. 

It could have been one of our 
better structures had fate not 
dealt the area such a financial 
blow at that time. 

The place was used as a 
youth center for awhile in the 
1950’s and after a few years 
both the Bartell’s and Victor’s 
Beach Hotels were heaps of 
ashes, leaving some exiting 
years of Cedar Lake’s gay 
times smouldering in the 
embers. ~ 

The Capitol Hotel came and 
went quickly and quietly, but 
knew some years of brisk 
customer trade while it’s 
doors were open to the public. 


This 12 roomed combined . 
dining and lodging hotel. 


received it’s guests off their 
own pier extending south into 
the water in the lakeside area 
of Morton drive and the main 
road. 


Chicken dinners at 50 cents 
was the much touted menu of 
that day and very sought after 
by city folks who could afford 
this luxury. . 

The Capitol Hotel became a 
private dwelling as the pre- 
World War II years came into 
sight. (It is getting a fresh 
coat of paint this year of 1975.) 

People who walked the 
roadway over those busy 
years did so at great risk. ~ 


ROADWAYS HAD 
DIVERSE EFFECTS 


The regional property had 
been subdivided by owners or 


‘realtors and small summer 


cottages now crowded the 
roadway and lakefront. 

Theirs was a_ continuous 
fight to keep cars from 
crashing their picket fences, 
and dust clouds constantly 
turned their lawns. and por- 
ches gray. . 

It seems that when people of 
the Calumet Region took a 
ride they _included the 
Lakeside drive in their tour. 
When south county went for a 
jaunt they too rode up and 
over the top of the lake. 

Add to this the traffic of_the 
work-a-day world and the 
result was chaotic, but no one 
complained about all of this 
lake generated attention 

Symbolic of the last bid for 
survival of a gay Cedar Lake 
era now long gone, was when a 
dreamer thought he could 
successfully start, in 1927, a 
local, theatre on the road 
stretch near the Shades. It’s 
doors opened but few entered, 

it closed in a hurry, a 


‘ complete failure. It as used as 


the American Legion Post 261 
first home and was also used 
as a Civic Center for many 
years. It became a second 
hand shop for several years 


« 


and it stands closed today. 

Gustave Wahlberg (1895- 
1967) was a most enterprising 
young man. He came here in 
the late 1920’s, lived for awhile 
west of Cline Ave., and then 
started a small camera shop 
and living quarters near 
Edgewater Beach. 

A Veteran of W. War I, he 
learned photography, 
beginning with tin-types as he 
loyally recorded scenes of our 
lake region, capturing on film 
our people and local hap- 
penings. 

Gustave married Florence 
Weiert in 1937 and they raised 
four children as they con- 


‘tinued to expand the building, 


it’s stock and services to meet 
satisfied customers beating a 
path to their door. 

While adding treasured 
pictures to our family albums, 
the history of this place for- 
med a link between the old and 
the new era along Lakeside 
Drive. 

The next time you take a 
ride, just play Anti-I-Over as 
you coast up and over and 
down the other side of the 
lake, due east. 

Now repaint a mental 
picture by erasing almost 
everything you see because 
few of these places were here 
in the long ago. - 

There was a kind of sim- 
plicity before 1900 that seemed 
to stay on into the 1920’s even 
when people came in droves 
and kept our summer months 
humming with activity. 

Today traffic peals through 


briskly, getting now and then 


a good view of the lake, still 
making Lakeview a truthful 
statement. But when old 
timers make the comparison, 
they know the difference, 
because it is truly different 
now, and still changing in this 
ever-changing world. 


